Spring, 2010

1920 Eagle Drive
Email: Info@gwynnsfalls.net

Gwynns Falls
(N Watershed

Association
g LT 4

IN THE FLOW

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP

Donations are tax deductible

for 2010

Baltimore, MD 21207

443-429-3183
website: www.gwynnsfalls.net

The Gwynns Falls Watershed Association, a non-profit, volunteer organization dedicated to the protection and enhance-

ment of the Gwynns Falls as a community resource, is supported by grants, memberships and contributions.

GF\WA'’S 12th Annual Meeting

The GFWA’s Annual Meeting
was held at Kernan Hospital's
Conference Center. We would
like to thank Kernan Hospital for
providing this effective space
gratis as they do for all citizen
groups. The theme of the meeting
was “Victories and Visions”. After
Dave Hollander, the outgoing
president welcomed everyone, he
introduced Scott Pelton, the Pro-
gram Director who talked about
current projects and the volun-
teers, especially young people
and students who are very enthu-
siastic about working to improve
their environment.

Dave also talked about the
promising future of the GFWA
and its merger with the other Bal-
timore watershed organization
(see article on page 2). He intro-
duced the new slate of board
members and officers The
slate, at right was elected unani-
mously. Dave thanked all board
members for their past work and
turned the podium over to Marcus
Griswold as the new president.

Marcus’ first order of business
was to present the Volunteer of
the Year award to Bill Lyles, for
his untiring service to the GFWA
and his community, Howard Park.
Marcus introduced the featured

speakers: Elaine Yamada from
Windsor Hills Neighbors, Joe
O’Connor from Friends of
Gwynns Falls/Leakin Park and
Jack Lattimore from Franklintown
Community Association.

Elaine spoke about the com-
munity’s commitment to the Win-
dsor Hills Conservation Trail,
spending many volunteer hours
removing kudzu and other inva-
sive plants, cleaning up trash,
and enjoying this beautiful trail.
Planting trees with students is
another focus of the community.

Joe talked about FOGFLP’s
long-time dedication to protecting
and restoring one of the country’s
largest urban wilderness parks
and urged everyone to get out

Bill Lyles receiving Volunteer of the
Year Award from Marcus Griswold

and go for a walk or bike ride.

Jack informed us about Frank-
lintown’s prominent place in the
history of Baltimore and the com-
munity’s continuing role in preserv-
ing that history and the Dead Run
that flows through their community.

In his closing remarks Marcus
thanked everyone for giving him
the opportunity to lead the GFWA
into the merger and offered to do
all he could to make the transition
as smooth and effective as possi-
ble. He asked all to continue to
their support the GFWA and the
Baltimore Water Alliance.

Board of Directors

President — Marcus Griswold, Hunt-
ing Ridge Comm. Assn.

Vice President—Joan Gebhardt,
Villa Nova CA

Treasurer — William Lyles, Howard
Park CA

Secretary—Vacant

David Carroll, Windsor Hills
Neighbors

Albert Hess, Pikesville/Owings Mills
Rotary Club, Pikesville HS Inter-
act Club

David Hollander-Windsor Hills
Neighbors

Erik Jones-Dickeyville CA

Josette Wiggins-Villa Nova CA

Scott Pelton-Program Director
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A \Xatershed Moment,
Baltimore Watershed Groups’ Merger

Five Baltimore watershed or-
ganizations — Jones Falls Water-
shed Assn, Herring Run Water-
shed Assn, Gwynns Falls Water-
shed Assn, Baltimore Harbor Wa-
tershed Assn and the Baltimore
Harbor Waterkeeper — have
adopted resolutions signaling
their intent to merge into one or-
ganization, currently known as
the Baltimore Water Alliance. The
board expects to engage a mar-
keting consultant to guide the
process of naming and branding
the new organization.

The organizations are now in
the process of developing neces-
sary legal documents to formalize
the merger. It is anticipated that
these documents will be com-
pleted and adopted by the five
organizations by April 2010.
When that occurs, the current
organizations will cease to exist.
During this interim period, the five
organizations are continuing to
fulfill their fiduciary and grant obli-
gations.

The transition period is being
managed for the board and staff
by Fran Flanigan, the former Ex-

ecutive Director of the Alliance for
the Chesapeake Bay, on a pro bono
basis. The organizations have cho-
sen an interim board of directors
comprised of 17 people from the ex-
isting boards. It is anticipated that
new members will be added to the
board once the merger is complete.

It is anticipated that the board of
directors will initiate a recruitment
process to select a new executive
director as soon as the formal
merger is complete. It is hoped that
the new director will be in place by
June 2010.

The overall goal for the merger is
to increase the impact that a larger
group can have on the improvement
of water quality in the Baltimore met-
ropolitan area. The new organization
will maintain the grassroots pro-
grams of the existing organizations
while adding a stronger emphasis on
policy issues such as stormwater
management and advocacy for bet-
ter implementation of the Clean Wa-
ter Act. The new organization will
emphasize citizen engagement and
will strive to become the “go-to”
place for information about water
related issues in Baltimore.

Baltimore City Parks, Our Passion
2010 Photography Contest

The Friends of Gwynns Falls/
Leakin Park is sponsoring a con-
test for amateur photographers of
all ages. Send in a photograph
that captures the beauty and fun
of any Baltimore City Park.

The contest will run from Feb-
ruary 15 to May 15, 2010. Win-
ning entries will be exhibited in
the Orianda House in Leakin
Park June 13 - July 11, 2010.

There are four categories:
wildlife, plants, landscapes and
structures, and people. Up to

four entries (limited to one entry
per category per person) may be
submitted. Two separate groups
include adult (ages 18 and over)
and youth (under 18). No resi-
dency restrictions apply. Cash
prizes will be awarded for 1st and
2nd place winners in each cate-
gory, as well as a grand prize.
There is an entry fee.

For contest details, rules, and
a downloadable entry form, please
visit:  www.friendsofgwynnsfalls/

leakinpark.org
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Project Clean Stream

Clean Stream 2010 is here!
Pull on your waders and gloves,
grab a trash bag, and head out to
your neighborhood stream as part
of this wonderful annual stream
cleanup event!

Project Clean Stream is an
annual April stream clean up held
in Central and Eastern Maryland.
In 2009, over 2,600 volunteers
turned out at 156 clean-up sites
and removed over 320,000
pounds of trash!

St. Paul students with their trash
Since its inception over 30
years ago, this annual event has
grown from a local trash pick up
to encompass about 100 sites
around Maryland. New sites are
brought on each year as we ex-
pand.

Local watershed associations
will help coordinate volunteers
and sites in their region and local
government staff will coordinate
trash removal by providing dump-
sters or curb-side pickup.

We need volunteers to partici-
pate as site captains, coordinat-
ing a local clean up site; as well
as general helpers on the action
day. Wear clothes and shoes that
can get muddy.

Go to www.acb-online.org/
project.cfm?vid=282 for more de-
tails on volunteering for Project
Clean Stream 2010. For specific
questions or to register a site or
clean-up crew, contact Scott Pel-
ton at 443-428-318or
info@gwynnsfalls.net



http://leakinpark.org
C:/Users/Nance&Scoot/Documents/Scott/GFWA/Newsletter/3'10
C:/Users/Nance&Scoot/Documents/Scott/GFWA/Newsletter/3'10
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Volunteer Events
We need your help

1. Construction of a rain garden at
an inner-city community farm will
help reduce runoff to Maidens
Choice Run.

The Samaritan Women is a
residential faith-based community
helping women overcome addic-
tion. In the last several years the
group has cleared much of their
twenty acre campus and planted a
large vegetable garden and fruit
orchard to feed their residents and
to sell the products at local out-
door farm markets.
www.thesamaritanwomen.org

This project has been funded
by the Chesapeake Bay Trust.

2. Building a nature trail will pro-
vide students from Thomas Jeffer-
son EMS easier and safer access
to Leakin Park and the Gwynns
Falls Trail. The TJ Trail will further
our goal of connecting students to
nature. Safety concerns where
the trail crosses Franklintown
Road prompted the GFWA and
community groups to request that
Baltimore City Department of

Members Since
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Community groups
working to restore
our watershed

Beechfiield Elementary School

Dickeyville Community Assn.

Dickeyville Elementary School

Franklintown Community Assn.

Friends of Gwynns Falls/Leakin
Park

Gwynns Oak Community Assn.

Howard Park Community Assn.

Hunting Ridge Community Assn.

Irvine Nature Center

Mt. St. Joseph High School

Pikesville/Owings Mills Rotary
Club

Pikesville HS Interact Club

St. Marys Episcopal Church

Sudbrook Middle School

Thomas Jefferson ES/MS School

Windsor Hills Neighbors

Villa Nova Community Assn.

Transportation install a traffic
calming device, pedestrian cross-
ing and guard rail cut.

This project has been funded
by Parks and People Foundation
Partnership for Parks Program.

Join the Gwynns Falls Watershed Association for 2010!

GFWA members automatically become members of the Baltimore Water Alliance

COMPLETE AND RETURN TO: 1920 EAGLE DRIVE, BALTIMORE, MD 21207-7353
(Make checks payable to: GFWA or pay online with PayPal)

NAME: PHONE:
ADDRESS: ZIP CODE:
EMAIL:

Individual ($15.00)

OO oaog

ORGANIZATIONAL AFFILIATION (IF ANY):

Household ($25.00) List household members:
Non-profit Organizations ($25.00) Name of organization:
Business Sponsor ($100.00) Name of business:

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY (CHECK ONE):
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